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PALAU BOTTOM TRAWLING STRATEGY WHITE PAPER

Executive Summary

Palau is committed to an effective global interim prohibition on unregulated
bottom trawling beyond national jurisdictions. This proposal comes out of a
responsible concern for the damage this practice causes to fisheries, ecosystems,
and seabed resources. In the spirit of UN Reform, and in the model of other
effective domestic and international oceans measures, Palau has tabled language
for the UN General Assembly’s annual Fisheries resolution to prohibit, on an
interim and precautionary basis, unregulated bottom trawling in areas of
international waters where a competent Regional Fisheries Management
Organizations (RFMO) has not effectively regulated the practice. Palau is also
willing to host a treaty conference this year to compliment, codify, and effectuate
this proposal.
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